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The History of King Lear. 

and in the raoft exad regard , fupport the worfhippes of their 
name,0 moft fmali faulc, how vgly didft thou in Cordelia (hew 
that like an engine wrencht my frame of nature from the fixt 
place, drew from my heart all loue,& added to the gall ; 6 Liar, 
Lear 1 beate at this gate that let thy folly in, and thy deareiudg- 
mrnr. out,goe,goe,my people ? 

Duke . My Lord,I am guiltleffe as I am ignorant. 

Lear . It may be fo my Lord, hark t Nature., heare deere God- 
deffe,fufpend thy purpofc, if thou didft intend to make this cre- 
ture fruitefull, into her wombe conuey ftcrility,dry vp in her the 
Organs of encrcafe, and from her derogate body neuerfpringa 
babe to honor her; if fire mud teem.create hcrchildeoffpleen, 
that it may liuc and be a thourt difuetur’d torment to her, let it 
ftatnpe wrinckles in her brow of youth, with accent teares, fret 
channels in her checkes, turnc all her mothers paines and bene- 
fits to laughter and contempt, that fhee may feele,how (harper 
then a ferpents tooth it is, to haue a thankleffe childe, goe,goe, 
my people? 

X>«^.No w Gods that vve adore, whereof comes this 1 

Grw.Ncuer aflh& your fclfe to know the caufe,but let his dif- 
pofition haue that fcope that dotage giues it. 

Lear. What, fifty of my followers at a dap,within a fortnight ? 

Duke. Whatis the matter fir; 

Lear . lie tell thee, life and death 1 1 am afham’d that thou haft 
power to (hake my man-hood thus, that thefe hot teares that 
breakc from me perforce,(hould make the worfi blafts and fogs 
vponthe vntender woundings of a fathers rurfe, perufd euery 
fence about the oldefond cies,be-weepc thiscaufea'gaine, ile 
plucke veu out, and you caft with the waters that you make to 
temper clay, yea,is it come to this ? yet haue I left a daughter, 
whom I am furc is kinde and comfortable, when fhe (hall heare 
this ofthee,with her nailes flice’l fley thy woluifh vifage, thou 
(halt findc that ile refume the (hape, which thou docftthinkel 
haue caft off for euer,thou (halt I warrant thee. Exit. 

Gox.Do you niarkc that my Lord ? 

Dttke.l cannot be fo partiall Gonorilho the great louc I beare 
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you. 


Cen. 


lowes after. 

Gaw.What Ofoald, no. 

Ofo.Ycs Madam. * avvay to horfc, informe her 

Got.T ake you fome comp y . ^ f uch rc afons of your 

full of my particular feaie g< ^ e , and after your re- 

ownc.as may compaft t hi$mildie gentleneffe and courie of 

”*rT3k V«rdltp«d»nvV, much mot,.- 
yours though 1 diftikeno ,> 1 harm f u U mildneffe. 

hot want of wi(edome,then praiie tor 

l3p W.How farre your cies may pierce cannot tell, 

Striuing to better ought, we marre what s w ell, 

C«*.Naytheit— - £**;. 

D;%.Well,well,the euent. 

Enter Lear, Kent, and Foole. . 

_ r n , mI1 tefoTe to Glocefier with thefe Letters, -acquaint 

: ' r V„Wf,mambl,ta««t e inH,l.c=Us,wct. n o t md,n S ,r 

n l‘ p Lear. \ vo yi. 

Then 1 pretheebe merry.thy wit Hull nett go (lipfhod. 

^fshSe’th, other danghtr, will vie theeltindly, Tot 
though (he is as like this, as a crabtfe is like an apple, yet 1 co; > 
what I can tell. „ , , 

^Uarte wlikc this, as a Jab doth to a.crab ; thou 




20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


90 


100 





